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Our mission is to support and educate University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview patients and their families as they 

progress through the process of lung, heart or heart / lung transplantation, and to promote public awareness of the needs 

of these patients. 
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 Dan Oienõs transplant number is 11, so 

itõs been quite some time since his health 

struggle began.  On July 8, 1989 he received 

a heart and  new lungs and Dan will cele-

brate the 21st anniversary of his transplant 

this summer.  He had primary pulmonary hy-

pertension as well as an atrial septal defect 

in his heart.    

 Dan and his wife Pat live in Binford, North 

Dakota and have 2 children, Tanya and Stu-

art.  The family spent 2½ years in Rogers, 

just northwest 

of Minneapolis, 

while he waited 

for the trans-

plant.  They  en-

rolled their 

d a u g h t e r , 

Tanya in a local 

school.  Their 

son Stuart was 

a pre-schooler 

at the time.   

The Oiens tried 

to lead a 

ònormaló life as 

Dan Oien To Celebrate 21st Anniversary of Transplant 

Dan waited for the surgery.  Dan says his pri-

mary goal was to see his children finish high 

school.  Today, Stuart is 26 and Tanya is 30.   

 It has been a number of years since Dan 

has been at the Transplant Center at Fair-

view.  He has his blood work, PFTs and X-

rays done in Grand Forks, North Dakota and 

the information is sent electronically to the 

Transplant Center.   

 Dan says he has worn out a number of 

coordinators over the years.  He is able to 

help his Dad, who at 86, still farms, with hay-

ing and some tractor work.  Happy Anniver-

sary Dan!!!  Hope you have many more.  

Dan Oien and his wife Pat with their children Stuart and Tanya 
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Linda Tollaksonõs Transplant Story 

pointment the next day at the Transplant 

Center.  On the morning of February 4th, 

Roger had difficulty waking her and she was 

taken unconscious by ambulance to Fair-

view University Hospital.  Linda was suffering 

from high carbon dioxide level and was put 

on a ventilator. She remained unconscious 

until a week after the transplant surgery.   

 Linda says she was quite confused when 

she regained consciousness and learned 

that she had undergone surgery.  Since the 

transplant, she has some leg weakness but 

is grateful to have received the gift of life.    

            

Linda Tollakson for-

warded 2 articles that 

appeared in The 

Western Guard that 

featured her lung 

transplant experi-

ence.  Linda lives in 

western Minnesota 

near the town of 

Dawson.  She suffered from COPD and on 

February 17, 2009 received a double lung 

transplant.   

 On February 3rd, 2009, she and her hus-

band Roger, came to Minneapolis for an ap-

Linda Tollakson 

Presidentõs Message 

 I hope you are enjoying this wonderful 

spring and summer weather as much as I 

am. It is nice to be able to get outside and 

enjoy all the wonderful activities associated 

with our beautiful parks and lakes. 

 Our Hope Chest News Annual Board 

Meeting will be held this year on Monday, 

June 21, 2010. I would encourage all of you 

who can to attend. We are always looking for 

new people to step forward to become Board 

members. The more hands we have the 

more we can do. We are seeing an increased 

need for financial help among our patients 

and, as a Board; we believe that If we all do 

our share we can continue to meet those 

needs. 

  

 I would 

also like to re-

mind all of you 

about the many 

fundraising op-

portunities we 

currently have 

available.   The 

Marie Anderson Golf Tournament is our larg-

est fundraiser each year. This year it will be 

held on July 26th at the Columbia Golf 

Course.  Dinner and silent auction will again 

immediately follow at Elsieõs at 729 Mar-

shall St. Minneapolis. 

 We have been holding bake sales in the  
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Phillips Wagensteen building across from 

the Outside In Cafe. Our next bake sale is 

scheduled for September, the exact date will 

be determined at the June Board meeting. 

Please consider contributing baked items. 

The more we have the better the Bake Sale. 

 It is now also possible to donate funds to 

Hope Chest News at any time online. Simply 

go to givemn.org and designate Hope Chest 

News for your gift. This is a fast and easy 

way to make a difference. 

 Finally, once again we have lost good 

friends in the transplant community. Frank 

Vermeulen and Lyle Lohse were both a little 

over 10 years post transplant. Frank has 

been involved in Hope Chest for many years 

and Lyle always stopped by support group 

when he was in town. They will both be 

missed. 

 I look forward to seeing many of you at 

the Annual Meeting and at the Golf Tourna-

ment! 

Enjoy your summer, 

Kip Peterson 

Sioux Falls Support Group is on the 3rd 

Thursday of each month at 7 P. M.  The 

meetings are held in the Cancer Institute at 

McKennan Hospital in Sioux Falls.  For more 

information contact June Schneider at 605-

339-3067   

Monthly Meeting of the Hope Chest News 

Board of Directors on June 21, July 19th and 

August 16 at 12:30 P. M. in the conference 

room of the Bridges cafeteria at U of M Fair-

view. 

 July 26, 2010:  4th annual Marie Anderson 

Golf Tournament at Columbia Golf Course.  

Information on registration for the tourna-

ment is on the following page. 

June 21st is the Hope Chest News annual 

meeting.  Officers and new board members 

will be elected.  The meeting is held in the 

Bridges Cafeteria Board Room and begins at 

12:30 P. M. 

U of M support group meeting on Mondays 

at 11 A. M. in the Lillehei Conference Room 

at U of M Fairview Hospital.  There is no 

meeting on the 1st Monday of each month. 

Monthly Evening Support Group is held at 7 

P. M. on the 1st Monday of each month in 

the Lillehei Conference Room.  Caregivers 

Support Group is held on the 1st Monday of 

each month at 6 P. M. in the Lillehei Confer-

ence Room at U of M Fairview. 

Upcoming Events  
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Hope Chest News 

Marie Anderson Memorial Golf Scramble 

 

Benefitting U of M Medical Center heart and lung transplant patients 

 

Monday July 26, 2010 

 

Registration:  8:45 AM  

 

Shotgun Start:  10:30 AM 

 

Columbia Golf Course 

 

3300 Central Ave. NE  

 

Minneapolis, MN  55418 

 

 

1st ð 3rd place prizes  Putting contest  Hole games 

$10,000 Hole-in-One contest  

Awards Dinner ð 4:00PM 

Elsieõs Restaurant 

729 Marshall Street NE 

Minneapolis, MN  55413 

 

Silent Auction ð follows dinner 

 

Registration form available online 

 

www.hopechestnews.org/Golf.html 
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Transplant Anniversaries April To June 

214 Elizabeth Johnson DL 04/20/09  

648 Paula Karnuth H 04/30/08  

287 Debbie Klietz SL 04/03/05  

254 Andy Kronholm SL 04/16/03  

85 Tracy Macius DL 04/05/99  

155 Jody Ogden DL 04/01/05  

 Shawna Ristau DL 04/02/02  

 Francis Steinke DL 04/13/02  

49 Carol Stimmel SL 04/23/93  

112 M. Douglas Weasley SL 04/01/96  

179 Harriette Wock DL 04/11/06  

134 Jim Audsley DL 05/23/03  

289 Thomas Bodmer SL 05/31/05  

 Kathleen Edmunds SL 05/02/04  

290 Darrell Ehrike, Sr. SL 05/31/05  

87 Kathryn Foss DL 05/22/99  

261 Bill Guthrie SL 05/30/03  

58 Greg Hules DL 05/25/97  

Litchfield Eagles Club Holds Pancake Breakfast To Benefit Hope Chest News 

 

 Hal Wenaas (double lung in 2001) 

has worked with the Litchfield Eagles Club 

for the last 4 years in putting on a pancake 

breakfast that helps support Hope Chest 

News.  Hal says that this is the 4th year that 

the club has held the event and it has grown  

 

every year.  This year, they served 170 peo-

ple .  Hal is hoping that this year the break-

fast will top $1,000 for 

Hope Chest News.   

 The Club provides all 

of the help as well as the 

facility.  Notices go out to all 

of the churches in Litchfield 

and the parking lot gets 

crowded.  The Eagles Club 

and Hal deserve thanks for 

their help to transplant re-

cipients. 

Litchfield Eagles Kitchen Crew 

Hal Wenaas 


